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The economic value of cereal-legume intercrops should 
not be assessed only by field yield, but also on how the harvest 
is used. Farmers can use the crop on-farm as feed or forage, 
sell it as a mixed product, or separate the cereal and legume 
for different markets. Before sowing, farmers should define 
the final use of the harvest, check whether grain separation is 
needed, and make sure that accessible services and suitable 
buyers are available for both crops.

When used on-farm, intercrops can reduce feed costs 
and increase farm autonomy. When sold, they can often 
access higher-value markets, especially where local buyers, 
contracts, processors or direct sales are available for one of 
the crops. Intercropping can also help spread economic risk 
by reducing dependence on a single crop.

The market does not automatically pay more for 
intercropped products. Separation, drying, cleaning and 
processing costs can reduce profitability. To address this, 
farmers should carefully plan before sowing: identify 
potential buyers, check the availability of cleaning, separation 
or processing services, and assess whether post-harvest 
costs are compatible with expected prices. Cooperatives, 
contractors and local networks can help where on-farm 
facilities are not available.
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